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THE PREFACE. 


A V I 'N G endeavoured, in two ſmall pamphlets, 

one of which is intitled, An Appeal to the ſericus 

and candid profeſſors of Chriftianity, Sf c. and the other, 

The Triumph of Truth, to communicate inſtruction, on 

ſubjects of conſiderable importance in religion, to ſuch 

people in this neighbourhood as have neither much money 

to ſpare for the purchaſe of books, , nor time for the 

reading of them; I ſhall, in the ſame mode of publica- 

tion, put a few gueries to thoſe perſons who have 
endeavoured to defeat my deſign. | 


I am not ſo little acquainted with human nature, as to 
expect any great ſucceſs in this attempt to overturn long 
eſtabliſhed errors; and leaſt of all can I hope to con- 
vince thoſe who refuſe to read, or to hear, on whom 
even miracles could produce no effect; but the reſto- 
ration of chriſtianity to its prumitive purity and efficacy, 
after ſo long and ſo radical a corruption (which was 
foreſeen and lamented by the inſpired writers of the 
New Teſtament). is ſo great and ſo worthy an object, 
that every man who has the intereſt of religion at heart, 
will rejoice in every opportunity, that divine providence 
a ffords him for promoting it, with reſpect to ever ſo few, 
or even a ſingle individual of his fellow-creatures. | 

A zeal for the truth, and even to contend - earneſtly 
for it, does, certainly well become a chriſtian. Since 
however, the inſpiring of a chriſtian ſpirit, is the great 
purpoſe to which purity of chriſtian Faith is ſubſervient 
he will be narticularly careful not to loſe the end, while 
he is co:.. ing for the means. With meekneſs. be will 
nſtrut? thoſs who oppoſe themſelves ; and that zeal 
Which ariſes from the love of truth, and of mankind, 
will eaüly be diſtinguiſhed from that ſpirit which actu 
ates thoſeWhom St. Paul calls the 4i/puters of this:world 
a ſpirit which favours ſtrongly of pride, hatred, and 


malce, and which often induces them to have recourſe 


to unfair and: unworthy artifices in order to gaina victory 
— 4A 2 Te 


4 
od 


—-» k MM 


n 


: 
7 
— — 


- 


\ 


4 THE PREFACE. 


To thoſe who think the writers againſt the Appeal al- 
together unworthy of notice, and that their productioits 
are ſuch as cannot fail to defeat their own ends, I would 
obſerve that, with reſpect to all who will give proper 
attention to the ſubje&, I believe that to be the caſe ; 
but they ſhould confider that minds which have been 
long under the influence of any prejudice do not readily 
apprehend the full force of arguments that are levelled 
againſt it, and that they are apt to be ſtaggered even 
with trifling cavils and objections; and as the Appeal 
was written for the uſe of ſuch perſons, the writer of it 
thinks it his duty not to leave them to ſtruggle unaſſiſt- 
ed, with the difficulties which have been thrown in their 
way. He will think no trouble too much, and no 
channel of communication too mean for him, provided 
He can have any reaſonable proſpect of enlightening 

the minds of his fellow creatures. The go/pel-ſoxver 
muſt caſt his ſeed promiſcuouſly, on all kinds of ground, 
in hopes that, in ſome, it may yield a good increaſe, 
though he muſt lay his account with its being loſt, and 
even worſe than loſt upon others. 

Of thoſe who have endeavoured to fruſtrate the deſign 

4: of the Appeal, I ſhall chiefly diſtinguiſh-the aronymons 
anſaverer, becauſe he writes with the moſt confidence, 
and aflumes moſt of the air of a champion for the cauſe. 
Beſides his production is the moſt laboured, and is ſome 
what ſuperior in point of compoſition to the other two. 
I ſhall, however, point out thoſe queries in which Mr. 
Caley, or Mr. Morgan are equally intereſted, and ſhall 
ſubjoin a few ſeparate and plain queſtions to thoſe two 
Gentlemen in particular; though Mr. Caley's modera- 
tion, and truly catholic ſpirit makes me wiſh to have 
as little difference with him as poſſible. But from fo 
ingenuous a temper, I expe d to find an openneſs to con- 
viction, and every thing elſe that is amiable and good. 
In theſe guerzes 1 avoid as much as poſſible, a minute 
diſcuſſion of the meaning of particular texts, becauſe [ 
reſerve that for a ſeparate publication, whicf will con- 
tain, 4 new tranſlation, or familiar illuſtration of all the 
texts that have been much controverted on theſe ſubjeds. 
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To the Author of the anonymous Anſwer to 
the Appeal to the ſerious and candid Pro- 
feſſors of Chriſtianity, &c. 

SIR, | 
8 you have declared that you thought it your 
duty to take notice of the Appeal, and that it 
would even be wrong in you to fit in filence up- 


> on the occaſion, I take it for granted you will 
think 1t to be as much your duty to vindicate what 


you have advanced againſt it; and therefore I take the. 


liberty to requeſt your attention to ſome obſervations 
that have occurred to me in reading your performance. 
In order to be as conciſe as poſſible, and to bring the 


controverſy between us to a ſhort iſſue, T ſhall reduce 
every thing that I would wiſh to fay to you, and to the 


public. upon theſe ſubjects, into the form of queries, 
and I all keep clear of every thing that has not an im- 
mediate relation to the queſtions in debate. 

As to the abu/e which you have fo plentifully heap- 
ed upon me, the hypocriſy, p. 7, the /ubrilty, p. 8, the 


| jeſuitry, p. 36, the bow, pitiful cunning, ib. the artifice 


and fraud, ib. the fal/ehood and impiety, p. 18, the in- 
fedelity, p. 23, and the blaſphemy, ib. and p. 25. &c. 
&c. &c. with which you charge me; together with your 
ſaying that 7 ſcatter ambiguous words among the people, 
to puzzle and diſturb their minds p. ii; that I boldly and 
manifeſtly pervert the ſcriptures, p. 21; that I am an 
adwvoca'e for infidelity, p. 23; that I, in an open manner, 
blaſpheme the Son of God, p. 27, and your intimating, 
P- 25. that I even hardly know when I have blaſphemed 
him enonoh. I ſhall only anſwer, that, though I ſhall ne- 
ver cou, uſe or perſecution of any kind; yet when 


it falls to my ſhare, in conſequence. of my earneſtly -» 


contending for, what T take to be the great truths of the 
goſpel, I ſhall value it more than all the riches of the 
world; confidering myſelf as reproached for the ſake of 
Chriſt ; and comtorting myſelf with his declaration, 
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who ſays, Mat. vii. 11. Bleed are ye when. men ſpull 
revile you, and ſay all manner of evil againſt you, falſely, 
for my ſake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad; for great 
7s your reward in heaven. Our Lord himſelf met with 
fimilar treatment; and as he forewarned all his diſci- 
ples, that they ſhould meet with the ſame, I ſhall conſi- 
der this ſituation as an additional mark of my relation 
to him, and of my intereſt in the precious promiſes of 
his goſpel. You may imagine that, in the part you 
are acting, you do God good ſervice ; but you ſhould 
have remembered, that the awrath of Man worketh not 
the righteouſneſs of Go. 

In return for the raſh cenſures and opprobrious lan- 
guage above recited, I fincerely pray that the God of 
truih would lead you into thoſe important truths, of 
which, at preſent, you ſeem to be groſsly ignorant; 
and give you a greater ſhare of the ſpirit of meekne/s, 


| humility, and candeur, than you have yet imbibed from 


the religion you profeſs ; though theſe are the virtues 
which, when rightly underſigod, it ſeems particularly 


calculated to inſpire. As to your injurious repreſenta- 


tion of the nature of God, in dividing his being, giving 
his peculiar glory to another, and robbing him of the 
moſt amiable of all his attributes, I hope you will be for- 
given, ſince you know not what you do. 5 

The chriſtian people of this neighbourhood, whoſe 
attention has been excited to this controverſy, will ex- 
pect a diſtinct and explicit anſwer to a// the following 
queries; and I beg that, for the ſake of decency, the 
honour of our common religion, and even the reputa- 
tion of your own cauſe, you would endeavour to write 
wich more temper, and with leſs anger and acrimony ; 
and let us both ſhow the world, that it is poſſible for 
#hriſtian controverſy to be written with a ehriſtian ſpirit. 


Lam, Sir, Your friend and ſervant, 


QUERIES 


| 
| 
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Propoſed to the anonymous author of an anſwer tothe Ap- 
peal, &C. . 


% A 


I. Concerning Original Sin, and the power of man 10 do 1 
the will of God. | | 
I O U ſay, p. 4, that, in /ome reſpects, it depends 
* upon men themſelves, whetBer they will repent 
or not. Pleaſe to ſay clearly and fully in what reſpects. 
This is a buſineſs of too much conſequence to be paſſ- 
ed over in a ſuperficial manner. I maintain that to re- * 
pent, or to do any thing elſe that God abſolutely 1 
quires of us, and for which he blames us if we neglect 
to do it, muſt depend intirely upon ourſelves, if there 
be any truth in the divine declarations, or equity*in his 
mo: al government. D 25 
2. What is your idea of nature? for, from the man- 
ner in which you ſpeak of it, one would imagine that 
you did not conceive of it as of any thing that is the 
gift of God, or ſubject to his controul, but rather as 
ſome evil aud malignant principle, independent of God, 
and thwarting his deſigns, For you ſay, p. 6, that h 
ſuppoſition of a power in man to do the will of God is 
verily a foundation for pride, if man have ſuch a power . 
by nature, as it makes him attribute to his own native 
power that which is due only to that power which Chriſt 
has purchaſed for, and beſtowws upon us. It robs bim of 
the glory of our ſalvation, and ſets up man's ability x 
oppoſrtion to the redeemer's grace. One would almoſt 
6-4 imagine, from this paragraph, that you conſidered man 
as a being ſelf-exiſtent, and independent of God; or 
at leaſt, that we derive our exiſtence and powers from 
ſome other being than he that made our forefather 
Adam. t fince God made vs as well as Adam, and 
our nature, as his workmanſhip, can be no other than 
what he is pleaſed to make it, whatever advantages we 
derive from nature we derive from the God of nature, 
and whatever imperfections, either of body or mind, 
we derive from nature, they are ſuch as God, for wiſe 
| reaſons, has thought proper to ſubje& us to. 
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Queries to the 


3. You ſay, p. 13, that all hade finned, all are un- 
godly by nature, all hawe in them that carnal mind which 
is enmity againſi God, But 1s a mere liableneſs to com- 
mit ſin, or even a proneneſs to comply with temptation 
ſufficient to render us pelluted, impure, ly, and 


guilty before God? If fo, Adam himſelf, as he came 


out of the hands of his creator, was in this condition. 
He was not naturally exempt from this tarnal mind, as 
appeared by the ſubſequent event, yet he was not a 
firmer till he had actually ſinned. No more are we. 
That doctrine which ſuppoſes that even young children 
and infants are poſſeſſed of a /inful nature, fo as to be 
conſidered by God as actually inners, ungodly, and liable 
to puniſhment, is certainly dreadful and abſurd. The 
mind, without attending to any arguments by which 
it is pretended to be proved, ſtarts back from ſuch a con- 
cluſion with horror, and feels that it is ſomething which 
cannot be admitted, what no reaſon can prove, and 
what even a miracle could not make credible. 

If we conſider the end of our preſent ſtate of being, 
we ſhall not look upon our nature in ſo hateful a light 
as it is ſometimes repreſented in. It is true that the au- 
thor of our being has ſubjected us to various imper- 
fections and infirmities both of ſoul and body, but it is 
for our exerci/e and trial. The moral infirmities of our 
conſtitution are the proper objects of our watchfulneſs 
and correction. If, through negligence, our infirmi- 
ties betray us into /n, that is the proper object of re- 
pentance. If, through repeated acts of fin, our infirmi- 
ties are increaſed and cheriſhed, that alſo is a proper 
ſubject of repentance and lamentation; but the mere 
infirmities of that conſtitution which our maker has 
given us are not the proper objects of /amentation, and 
much leſs of repentance ; becauſe it would be lament- 
ing that we are placed in a ſtate of 7r:al, and have ſuch 
natures given us as a ſtate of trial abſolutely requires. 
It would even be impeaching the wiſdom and goodneſs 
of our maker, as much as if we were to fret and repine 
at the bodily infirmities to which he has thought proper 
to ſubject us, inſtead of employing our care to obviate, 
or remedy their bad effects. 
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If the moral depravity of human nature was the conſe- 
quence of the ſin of Adam, why was it not particularly 
mentioned in the original hiſtory of the Fall of man, in 
the book of Geneſis? All that Moſes mentions are 
things of much leſs conſequence, viz. merely natural 
evils, Gen. iii. 16.—19, the pains of child bearing, 
the curſe upon the ground, and natural death, After- 


wards, indeed, Mo/es mentions the corruption of man- 


kind, but as a thing that was cauſed by themſelves, and 
not by their anceſtor, Gen. vi. 12. Aud God loc up- 
on the earth, and behold it was corrupt for all fleſh had 
corrupted his way upon the earth. 

Beſides, in all the expoſtulations that God makes 
with a ſinful world, from the time of the fall to the pre- 
ſent, they are evidently conſidered as being as much 10 
Hame as Adam was in his tranſgreſſion; and if fo, it 
muſt have been as much in their power not to have of- 
fended as it was in his. We may ſafely conelude, 
therefore, that, in a moral reſpect, we are created as 
perfect as he was, but that, like him, we corrupt cur- 
ſelves. If men were born into the world with an in- 


wvincible propenſity to fin, a righteous God would cer- 
tainly make ſome allowance for us on that account; but 


where do you find any hint of this in the ſcriptures ? 


4. You ſay, p. 5, that God gives to all that will ac- 


cept it a power to yield obedience to his commands, and 
deny that we have any ſuch power naturally ; for that 
whatever power man has to do the will of God he has it 


by grace, thro' our Lgprd Feſus Chriſt, and not by nature, 


thro Adam. If this be true, I aſk, how can the hea- 


then world be avizhout excuſe, as St. Paul fays expreſsly 
that they were, Rom. i. 20? He alſo ſays ii. 14. that 
they are a law unto themſelves, and ſuppoſes that they 


ſhall be d by that law, without any regard to re- 
velation. wut can they be auithout excuſe who have a 
laao given to them, and not a power to comply with it? 
You will hardly ſay that they can be ſaid to accepr of 


that power thro? Chriſt, who never heard of him, and 


to whom the offer of this power was never made. 


5, What 1s the matcrial difference, with reſpect ta 
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10 Queries to the 


pride, between our having a power to do the will of 


God by nature, or by grace, through Jeſus Chriſt, p. 


5 ; if mature is as much the gift of God as grace? If 


all that you contend for be the ie and manner in which 
Free gift 18 communicated, what can juſtify the acri- 
mony with which you write upon the ſubject. If we 


both allow that all mankind, without diſtinction, are 


poſſeſſed of it; or provided all may hawe it who. will 
accept of it, as you expreſs yourſelt, and the tender be 
properly made to them, I do not fee any difference be- 


tween us, upon this ſubject, worth diſputing about. 
I ſhould think, at leaſt, that ſo very ſmall a difference 


might be diſcuſſed by any man, who is not of a very 
iraſcible diſpoſition indeed, with perfect calmneſs. 
6. You ſeem to take it for granted, p. 7, that it is 


in the power of ſinners to come to Chriſi. I aſk, what 


diſpoſition of mind is neceſſary in order to their coming 
to Chriſt, in your own ſenſe of tae phraſe ? It certainly 
imphes faith, a diſſatisfaction with a man's former ſin- 
ful ſtate, or repentance, and a willingneſs to be inſtructed 
and directed by Chriſt, which is the principle of ehe- 
dience. Are theſe things in a man's power? And if a 
man do come thus diſpoſed, doth he come as he was 
before he thought of coming to Chrift ? What then is the 
preciſe meaning of exhorting abandoned finners to come 
to Chriſt as they are? Explain alſo what a man wants of 
being a good chriſtian after you ſay that he has come 
to Chriſt, | 

7. When you ſay that finners muſt come to Chriſt os. 
they are, that he may give them repentonce, p. 7, do you 
ſuppoſe that men have naturally a power of coming to 
Chriſt ; and that the neceſſary: conſequence of their 
coming to him, is their everlaſting ſalvation? If ſo, 15 not 
this as much foundation for — as any thing that I 
have aſcribed to man? At moſt, it is only removing 
the ground of it a ſingle ſtep farther, and the ultimate 
conſequence of both our ſchemes is the ſame, | viz. that 


"it is in the power of every man to ſecure his own ſalva- 


tion, | 
8 * You ſay, P · 12 5 7 h at 1 had moſt certainly been Jul. 
| | in 
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tn God to hade made us all ſuffer the moſt exquiſite aud 
endleſs torments in hell, on account of the fin of Adam only, 
even though aue had never ſinned in our own perſons. 
Upon this I only aſk that whether, if 1t could have been 
in your choice, you would have choſen to live under 
the government of a God, one of whoſe attributes was 
fach juſtice as this? | | 
9. You admit, p. 16, that we cannot repent of the 
particular ſin of Adam, and yet you ſay we may repent 
of the effects of it, which effects you, no doubt, ſup- 
poſe to be neceſſary. I therefore aſk, in-what ſenſe 
you. uſe the word repentance, when you apply it to.a 
thing that is ot voluntary, to which the iubjeRts of it 
were not in the leaſt acceſſary, and to which they never 
gave their conſent. Pleaſe, alſo, to explain, a little 
more particularly, how there can be //z where there is 
no guilt, as you aſſert, p. 15. | 
10. Where is your authority for aſſerting, p. 14, 
that Chriſt has redeemed all mankind from the guilt of 
original fin, as diſtin from their actual tranſgreſſions? 
This appears to me to be quite a new, and curious 


| doctrine. 


II. QU ER IE. S | 
Relating to THE DTVIx ITT oF CHRIST. 

1. VO U fay, p. 18, that ' becauſe the proper title of 
Chrift is the ſon of God, he ts, conſequently, very 
and eternal God. But are not all chriſtians ſtiled 29 /ors 
of Go? Now are we the ſons of Goa, 1. John, iii. 2. 
We are alfo called not only the children, but alſo the heirs 
of God, and joint heirs with Chriſt. Rom. viii. 17. Adam 
is more eſpecially called the ſen of God, Luke iii. 18, 
and Ephraim is called bis dear for. Jer. xxxi. 20. 
Will yo! ' aſſert that all theſe perſons, being called 
ſons of God, are conſequently, each of them, very and 
eternal God? If not, what becomes of this argument of 

yours :o prove the proper divinity of Chriſt ? | 
2. You fay, p. 19, that if Chriſt was ſuperior to an- 
gels, he was certainly more than mere man, and that the 
ſcripture ſpeaks of no order of beings between God and an- 
| gels. 
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12 Queries to the 


gels. Pray, Sir, is it not poſſible for God to exalt 4 
mere man, 10 as to make him ſuperior to angels. In a 

common way, we are ſaid to be only a little lower than 
they are, Pf. viii. 5. 

3. You ſay p. 20, that Chrift could not, ftrictly 
Speaking, be the image of the inviſible God, unleſs he 
were God, Will you ſay that the image of a man mult 
be areal man, and that, in all caſes, the image and the 

thing whoſe image it is are the ſame? To me it ap- 
pears that the very contrary concluſion directly follows 

from your premiſes ; and that it would be manifeſtly 
abſurd to ſay that God is the image of himſelf. Have 
you not read that God made man in his own image and 
after his likeneſs ? Gen. i. 26, 27. And is not the goſ- 

pel deſigned to make all chriſtians partaters of a divine 
nature. 1, Pet. ii. 4. Alſo, if all the fulneſs of the god- 
head dwell in Chriſt, Col. ii. 9, the apoſtle prays that 
his fellow diſciples may be filled with all the fulneſs of 
God, Eph. iii. 19, and ſurely it is the beſt to interpre 
one paſſage of ſcripture by another. 

4. If, as you acknowledge, p. 25, the term GOD bet 
applied, in an inferior ſenſe, to angels, magiſtrates, idols, 
and even the dewil, where can be the great improba - 
bility, that it may ſometimes be applied, in that ſenſe, 
to Chriſt; ' and what then becomes of the admirable di- 
lemma to which, you imagine you have reduced me, 

viz. that he muſt either be the /upreme God, or the dewil ? 

5. You endeayour to prove, p. ig, that Chriſt muſt 
be God, becauſe .awor/bip is ſaid to have been paid to 
him. But I aſk whether you ſuppoſe. that Cornelius 
conſidered Peter as God, and the proper object of Ju- 
preme worſhip, when he fell down at his feet and wor- 
ſhipped him, Acts xxv, though he ſhewed him more 
reſpect than Peter approved of? Did the ſervant, in our 
ſaviour's - parable, conſider his maſter in that light, 

when he fell down ana worſhipped him, ſaying, have 
patience with me and I will pay thee all ? Did Abraham 
- intend ſupreme worſhip to the angels, when he enter- 
. tained them, and took them to be men, Gen. xviii. 2, 
or to the ſons of Heth, when he was making a hergain 
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for a piece of ground to bury his dead, Gen. xxiii. 7; 
in all which caſes the very ſame word is made utc of, 
as in thoſe which you appeal to. As you quote Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew, I preſume that you underſtand 
thoſe languages, and therefore I ſay you cannot but 
know that the word, of which you have endeavoured to 
avail yourſelf ſo much, is frequently uſed to ſignify no- 
thing more than con on homage and reſpect, eſpecially 
in the Seventy, the ſtile of which 1s the neareſt to that 
of the Greek Teſtament, and, on many accounts, the beſt 
authority for interpreting it. 

6. You ſay, p. 25, that you maintain that Chriſt is 
very God upon the experience of every real chriſtian. I alk 
how can the truth of any propoſition of this kind be 
aſcertained by experience, or what do you mean by ex- 
perience 1n this caſe ? 

7. When I ſaid that Chrift was far from thinking of 
ſuch an impious robbery as that of being equal to God, you 
pronounce it, p. 20, to be a mot falje and impious er- 


tion, and ſay that /uch a bold and manifeft perverſion 75 


' ſeripture is enough to make every one of my readers to be 
eve on their guard againſt every thing I write, when 
they ſee me daring enough to alter the ſcriptures in order 


to make them peut agreeably ie my mind, In anſwer to 
this arrogance I now challenge you, upon your know- 
ledge of the Greek language, whether, notwithſtanding 
your violent exclamation, and virulent abuſe, it be pot- 
ſible to render, Phil. ii. 6, more exactly than thus, He 
did not think the being equal to God a thing to be ſeized by 
robbery; which is equivalent to my rendering it, by an 
eaſter expreſſion, He did not think of the robbery of being 
equal 10 God. I, in my turn, will venture to pronounce, 
that you have no knowledge of Greek, if you will pre- 


tend to rovert this interpretation. I do not imitate * 
you in quuuang the gree# words, becauſe the people for 


whoſę uſe the Appeal, and this defence oft, are calculated, 
are ot capable of reading them. With them this bu- 
ſineſs mull reſt on your authority or mine. I do not 
ſay that the original Greek will not admit of our com- 


mon tranſlation; but I maintain that that conſtruction 
is contrary to the meaning of the writer, in that and 


other 
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other places, and even very unnatural in this place, 
For the word but, which begins the next verſe, ſhould 
imply ſome contra? beween what goes before and after, 
which is beautiful and ſtriking in my ſenſe of the paſ- 
ſage. He did not attempt to be equal to God, BUT 
humbled himſelf. Whereas this oppoſition is quite loſt in 
your ſenſe of the paſſage, as any common reader may 
judge. According to you it is thus; He made himſelf 
equal to Gd, BUT humbled himſelf, where the word but 
has no proper meaning at all. | 
Beſides it ought not to be unknown to you, that the 
chriſtian Fathers of the three firſt centuries quote the 
paſſage in my ſenſe of it, viz. Origen, Nowatian, Cle- 
mens Romanus, Tuſtin Martyr, Ladtautius, and others, 
as 1s clearly proved by Dr. Clark, who, you will, 
perhaps condeſcend to allow, underſtood Greek as well 
as yourſelf, This text, therefore, inſtead of proving 
the divinity of Chriſe, proves the very contrary doftrine. 
8. In anſwer to my obſervation, that nen cannot con- 
ceive that three diſtin perſons ſhould, each of them, be 
God, and yet that there ſhould be no more Gods than one, 
you ſay p. 34, no more can they conceive how the mortal 
boay, the rational ſoul, and the immortal ſpirit, can con- 
ftitute one human nature. Upon this, I aſk, whether you 
think that either the mortal body, the rational ſul, or 
the immortal ſpirit, is juſtly intitled to the name of 
man? It appears to me that there would be a manifeſt 
' Impropriety in calling any of them by that name; ſince 
not any one of them, but only the zhree together make 
the man. Indeed you avow this conclufion, with reſpect 
to the three perſons in the godhead, and even expreſs 
your ſurprize that I ſhould ſuppoſe that the contrary 
was ever meant; for you ſay, p. 26, (if I can read Eng- 
liſh words, though I can but barely beheve my own eyes 
with reſpect to ſo ſtrange an aſſertion) Pray whom did 
you ever hear affirm, that thoſe three perſons, ſeparately, 
each of them, are poſſifed of all divine perfections. What 
wwe affirm is, that thoſe three perſons are one avhole, and 
undivided trinity. And again; we believe there is but 
one God, but abe believe that the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt are that one Jeheopah, Butthis is clearly my 
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to the doctrine of the Athanaſian creed, which ſays, 
that ave are compelled by the chriſtian werity to acenows- 
ledge every perſon, by himſelf to be God. This, there- 
fore, I conclude to be the genuine faith of all the true 
members of the churches of Rome and England, which 
receive that horrid creed. Nay, you yourſelf, though 
very inconſiſtently, ſay ſomething like it, when you 
aſſert, p. 26, that to each of them, by name, in the ſcrip- 
tures, are aſcribed the attributes of the one eternal God, 
9. If, as you acknowledge, none of the perſons in the 


trinity are, ſeparately taken, poſſeſſed of all divine 


perfections, how can any of them be God? Can a God 


want any divine perfections? Upon your ſcheme, they 


are only the three perſons, taken together, that conſtitute 


| God, as the three parts of a man conſtitute a man. If 


you had avowed that each of the three perſons, ſepa- 


rately conſidered, was poſſeſſed of all divine perfections, 


you were aware, I preſume, of the neceſſary conſe- 
quence, viz, that they would then be each of them, in 


all reſpects, the very /ame beings, fince abſolute perfection 


admits of no variety; and therefore, there being no 
difference between any two of them, they could be one 
in no 'other ſenſe, than the ſame in whach they were 
three. 


10. You ſay, p. 26, that rhe three perfans in the god- | 
head are not three one, and one three in the ſame ſenſe, © 


but three in one ſenſe and one in another. Pleaſe, there» 
fore, to inform us in what ſenſe they are three, and in 
what ſenſe they are one; or, ſince they are only poſſeſſed 
of all divine perfections jointly, give us to underſtand 
which of them belong to one 9 which to another. 

11. As you maintain that there is no one perſon who 
is, /eparately, poſſeſſed of all divine perſections, but 
tha ee perſons are jointly poſſeſſed of them, wherein 
does your ſyſtem differ, materially, from that of Spino- 
Za, who alſo ſaid that, no one being is God, but that the 
» vhole univerſe is ſo ? You differ only in the number 
of perſons, or things, which you ſuppoſe to conſtitute 
divinity; but, if I can affix any ideas to words, you 
both of you maintain, either a multiplicity of Gods, or 
no God at all, B 2 | Up- 
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Upon this moſt important ſubje& I expect your an- 
ſwer to be very full and explicit; for to me it is a very 
awful thing to ſuppoſe that the God and Father of our 
Lor Fe/us Chriſt, that great being whom he calls zhe 
only true God, John xvii. 3, and whom he affirms to be 
perf24t, Matt. v. 48, is not poſſeſſed of all divine per- 
fections, being only one of three, who are jointly poſ- 
ſeſſed of them. 

12. As to your quotations from Philo, and the Cab- 
. baliſts, I ſhall only aſk you, whether you are willing 
to maintain their orthodoxy, with reſpect to the trini- 
ty, againſt the learned Baſnage, who ſtudied the hiſtory 
and opinions of the Jews, perhaps, more than any 
other man; who has written very largely upon the ſub- 
Jet; and yet, though a trinitarian himſelf, has fully 
_. exploded all the pretences of Cudworth, and others, to 
find the doctrine of the trinity either among the an- 
cient or modern Jews. This doctrine he calls he gulph 
which intirely ſeparates the Fews from the chriſtians, 
A Few, he lays, confiders three perſons as three God's, 
and this tritheiſm ſhocks him ( Ha ſeit horreur ) Hitt. de 
_ . Juifs Tom. 3. p. 10. He allo informs us that, b Fexvs 
. confider themſelves as bearing their teſtimony to the unity 
of God among all the nations of the werld, Ib. Tom. 5.p. 
2135. Deuy theſe facts gf vou can. What vught, or 
®  eught not to offend a Jew is not the queſtion, The 
' © dodtrine of the trinity doth i» fab, and, from the time 
that it was ſtarted, always did offend the whole body 
of the Jews, and may truly be ſaid to be one of the 

- greateſt obſtacles to their converſion, 
I ſhall, moreover, take it as a favour, if you will in- 
form me from whom you quoted your Hebrew ſentence, 
relating to this ſubject, that I may have an opportunity 
of examining your avthority more particularly. I once 
had a tolerable knowledge of that difficult language, 
the Rabinical Hebrew, and I am poſſeſſed of the writ- 
þ ings of ſome of the more celebrated Jewiſh Doctors; 
but they ſeem to be a very different kind of writers 
1 from the author of that cufious ſentence. _ If you quot- 
| cd it at ſecond hand (ſor which I ſhall not 


— 
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be ſo ingenuous as to direct me to the chriſtian writer 
from whom you really had it. | 


III. Mifcellaneous Queries. | 
1. S you admit with me that true religion cenſiſts 
A in a change of heart, affetions, and habits, p. 
o, can you ſay that this change can be effected in a 
moment, except it be out of the courſe of nature, and 
by the miraculeus interpoſition of God, It is certainly 
of the nature of habizs, at leaſt, to be changed by de- 
grees. But if by in/fantaneous juſtification, you only 
mean that there is ſome moment, at which, 1n the gra- 
dual, or ſpeedy change of a man's temper .and con- 
duct, good reſolutions and diſpoſitions begin to prevail 
over bad ones, and at which he, conſequently, begin 
to be approved of God, I agree with you. 2” 
2. I take it for granted, from what you ſay on the 
ſubiect, p. 17, and 36, that you are no believer in the 
doctrines of ab/olute election and reprobation. But I aſk 
you whether there be not particular texts of [cripture as 
ſtrongly in favour of thoſe doctrines, as of any other 
that are controverted in the Appeal. Indeed fingle texts, 
quoted without regard to their proper connection, and 
meaning, may be produced in favour of any ſentiments; 
and there are ſome which are no leſs explicit in favour 
of the doctrine of iran/ub/tantiation than any that you 
avail yourſelf of in the defence of original fin, or the 
divinity of Chriſt. We. 7 | 
3. With reſpect to the doctrine of election, you ſay, 
P- 17, that avhoewer, on either fide gf the queſtion, are 
men fearing God, and working righteouſneſs, notwith- 
Standing their difference of opinion in THts point, ¶ make 
no doubt but both are accepted of him. Pray, Si w 
may erſons who fear God and,avork righteouſneſs 
be accepted of him, though they differ in other points 
alſo, for inſtance with reſpect to the doctrige of the trini- 
ty, and ſatisfaction for ſin by the death of Chriſt ? There 
are perſons who are as deciſive in their condemnitian 
of you, for your diſbelicf of the ſeventeenth article of 
the thirty-nine, as you can be in your cenſures upon 
B 3 me 
'% 
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me, for avowing my diſbelief of any other of them, and 
with equal juſtice, With ſuch perſons Arminiani/m 


and Socinianiſin are not confidered, as they are by you, 


p. 39, as different as light and darkneſs. This mutual 
| excommunication, and excluſion from heaven, has been 
the diſgrace of chriſtianity. Let us, for God's ſake, 
For beer ene another ix love, till ave all come before the 
Judgment feat of Chriſt, | 
J. In anſwer to my queſtion, whether any ſatisfaction 
at all beſides repentance and reformation, on the part 
of a {inner be required by God. You ſay, p. 28, with 
an affectation of extreme ſurprize, Repentance and re- 
formation Is that ſatisſaction to the law of God? Is it 
"Fefible that repentance and reformation could be an equi- 
elen! to their threatened death? In return, I aſk you 
where does God require an equivalent, or, if he have 
"received an equivalent, in what does his free mercy and 
Forgiveneſs confilt ? 

5. You ſay, p. 29, that Chriſt did not bear the in- 
finite weight of divine wrath, but only ſuch a degree of 
wvrath as was equivalent to that infinite wrath, that was 
due to the fins of mankind, Pray, Sir, what can be an 
equivalent to infinite, but infinite? In this reſpect you 
appear not to have perfectly learned your own ſyſtem, 

or to be conſiſtent with yourſelf. | 
6. You aſk me, p. 35, if / willcoolly affirm that, till 
a thing be explained, it can no more be believed than a 
Zropofetionfin gn unknown tongue. I do very coolly re- 
"aff it; and to exemplify my meaning, I defire you 
would pronouncesthe Latin, Greek, or Hebrew in your 
"pamphlet to any of y r unlearned neighbours, and, 
„With giving him the Engliſh, aſ him whether they 
„ 4expreÞ a trutff. + He can only reply, that he has no 
ideas to your terms. In like manner, though I believe 
man) Big on the authority of revelation, Which could 
never have bęen diſcovered by human reaſon; yet ſtill 
can believe no farther concerning them than the in- 
. ſpired writers explain them, by giving me ideas of them. 
If they ſpeak to me in an unknown tongue, I may 
have no doubt but that they ſpeak the truth; but it is 
not revealed to me, ſo long as 4t is not explained, " — 
ON Sve 
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in which you, and too many perſons of your ſtamp, 


Venn without more ado, was for - burning his 


| Wiſhing that both you 
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level of my capacity. Thus, I believe the ug of the 


reſurrection, which is a doctrine of revealed religion; 
but I could not be ſaid to believe it, if I did not know 


ſtate of death; but as to the manner in which it. will 
be accompliſhed, 7 believe nothing, becauſe I now we- 
thing about it ; the ſacred writers not having explained, 


that is, not having revealed, or made it tnoaun to me. 


7. As ſeveral additional obſervations on the ſubject 
of the divinity of Chriſt, and aconement for fin by the 
death of Chrift were ſubjoined to the Triumph of Truth ; 
in which ſeveral of the objections mentioned in your 
pamphlet were fully obviated, particularly that very trite 
and inſigniſicant one, concerning the manhood of Chriſt 
being only intended, whenever he is ſaid to be inferior 
to the Father; why did you not take notice of them? 
I now call upon you to anſwer thoſe obſervations. - 
I ſhall conclude theſe queries with adviſing you, and 
if you have a ſenſible friend, he will join with me in the 


adviſe, that you would write with more decency and 
modeſty the next time you engage in controverfy. For 


my part, I am by no means deſirous of any ſuch ad- 
vantage as your unguarded heat would give me; wiſh- 


ing for nothing but #he prevalence of truth, which is 


ſooneſt come at, when arguments on both ſides of a 
queſtion are repreſented in a root and a3/2aſtonate man- 


NCT, . 


I particularly beg that you Would no more offend: 


me, and other lovers of the ſcriptures, by the manner 


expreſs your abhorrencę and deteſtation of them; on 
the ſuppoſition of what I firmly believe is truth, 
viz. that they do not contain your ſentimen 


when, 14s Opinions were confutgd ; and you heſitate not, 


In the ſamecaſe, to give that ſacred volume a character. 
. which, I dare lays you would think, made it-de/erving 
whe 


of that fate, n you 1* 1 zo, that it would be 
n 


almoſt aue great lie. This gu reſpecting 
theſcriptures, I think betrays a want of decency, 
ad I may ſtudy theſe oracles of 


divine 
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OY 
„ 
ible © 


that the reſurrection means the recovery of life after a 
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divine truth more, and to better purpoſe ; that we may 
thereby be led into all truth, and, what is of the greateſt 
conſequence, that the purity of chriſtian doctrine may 
have a happy influence on our tempers and conduct 1, 
am, Sir, your ſervant, and that of all the world, in the 


goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 


""_ 


„ ” * 
- —— 


To the Rev. Mr. MORGAN. 
SIR, 


S you have thought proper to interfere in the con- 
troverſy occaſioned by the Appeal, you might 

be diſpleaſed if I took no notice of your performance. 
Youſay, indeed (blaming me for my intention to addreſs 
queries to you as well as the other anſwerers of the Ap- 
peal) that you did not refer to any of my writings ; but 
the common name is ſome mark of relationſhip ; and the 
ſubje# of the work, with the time and manner of the 
publication give me the cleareſt right to rank your per- 
formance among thoſe that were intended to defeat the 
purpoſe of mine; and therefore it had ſuch a reference 


to it, as makes it as properly entitled to a reply as a 
direct anſaver.- N 


Vou ſay, alſo, that your addreſs was to your own peo- 


| ple; but the ſale was not confined to your own people; 


and in what you call an Apology, prefixed to your work, 
you have this very remarkable expreſſion, Be it known 
to the world; ſo that, in fact, your addreſs was to all 
the pehſdns into whoſe hands my own Appeal could 


dcomeé. 


I cannot ſay that I have much to animadyert upon 
in your Appeal, except that want of explicitneſs and 


preciſion, which leaves little room for particular ani- 


madyerſion. What I have moſt to complain of are ſome 
things that look hike Rn in your performance, 


- and*availing yourſelf of ſuch repreſentations as are un- 
- worthy of the cauſe which; I believe, we both mean to 


_— —_ ſup- 
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ſupport. Theſe I ſhall freely mention, in order to 
give you an opportunity to exculpate yourſelf ; and I 
ſincerely wiſh it may be in your power to do it. 

1. Why ſhould you brand the writer of the Appeal 
with the name of inßael, by defining that term, p. 4, 
ſo as to make it applicable to zho/e who ge the goſpel 
| (that is, what you take to be the goſpel) ether in whole 
or in part, if it was not to avail yourſelf of the odium 
which is inſeparable from that epithet. Alſo in the 
| title of your book you ſay, it is intended as à preſer- 
vation againſt the principhes and practices of the IN- 
FIDELS of the preſent age; tho' there is not one opi- 
nion that you combat in it, which is not maintained by 


myſelf, by other chriftian writers, and by ſome of the 


moſt eminent defenders of chriſtianity, particularly the 
reat and excellent Dr. Lardner ; who notwi i 


x 8 
is whole life devoted to the ſervice of the goſpel, is by 


you ranked in the claſs of Infdel.. 

This extreme of infidelity, as well as the other, which 
you term 3 you alſo call a fatal one; and ſay 
that the way between theſe is the only one that leadeth 
unto life, tho) frau find it; for that the many miſs their 
road, both as to matters of faith and practice; fins and 
errors being a bottomleſs pit where thoufands periſh. This 


ſeverity of cenſure agrees with your laying that ſome of 


the differentes among diſſenting miniſters relate to things 
o the laſt — 4 — What you really — 
y this language I will not pretend to ſay, but I cannot 
help thinking that our readers will imagine that, in 
your opinion, my Appeal is the production not of, a 
cbri tian, but of an iafdel, who is going himſelf, and 
lea ng others to everlaſting deſtruction. 2 
2. It has very much the appearance of an unfair and 
unworth tifice in you to quote all your objections to 
the doctriue of atanement, p. 19, from the works of 
deiſts, when ſome of them are to be found in the. Appeal, 
and other ſerious chriſtian writings. Vou could not 
take a more effectual method to inſinuate, that none 
but deiſtt make ſuch objections to that doctrine; and 


cherefore that I, and others, who dv make them, de- 


ſerve no better name. : 


3. I 
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3. It looks like an artifice of the ſame kind, viz, 
availing yourſelf of the odium conveyed by words and 
phraſes, that you repreſent the doctrine of the trinity as 
oppoſed by ſuch perſons only as St. Paul calls ee diſpu- 
ters of this world, p. g, and by the prophane babbling 
of weak and wicked men who oppoſe the truth, p. 11 
as if it were impoſſible that any ſerious and candid 
perſon could believe otherwiſe than you do on that 
ſubject. You alſo ſpeak of my ſentiments in general, 
oppoſed to yours in general, as having no ſupport 

but the powvers of wit and corrupt reaſon. For you ſay - 

| that the doctrines which T hawe encountered are eftabliſhed be 
| upon a rock, and all the poxwers of wit and corrupt reaſon bs 
cannot prevail againſt them. | 
4. Your reminding me that the ſentiments I have 

| avowed are contrary to thoſe of the eftabliſhed church looks ö - 
like artifice to gain to your {ide the friends of the eſta y 
bliſhment ; and this conduct is truly very curious in a 

- diffenter. But your reminding me, at the ſame time, 
that my ſentiments are alſo contrary to thoſe of the lg 
' diffenters ſeems to imply a threatning, which, I am not p 
afraid to ſay I moſt fincerely deſpiſe. Far from boaſt- 23M 
ing that my ſentiments have the ſanction of the powwers 7 
of this world, I ſhould rather glory in a religion which i 
had no countenance but in he kingdom of God and of 2 
FPuou do not fail, indeed, to intimate that your cauſe, 
beſides being ſupported by the powers of this world, is 

- eflabliſhed upon the rack of the everlaſting goſpel, ſo that 
all the powers of wit and corrupt reaſon cannot prevail 
- againſt it. To this I would obſerve, that the whole ſy{- 
tem of popery is likewiſe built upon the ſame everlaſt- 
ing rock; for withou.: that, as a foundation for it, it 
could have had no exiſtence. But, notwithſtanding this, 
both that ſyſtem and yours may be, and I believe are, 
ſuch wood, hay, and ſtubble as have been built upon the 
Foundation of the apoſtles and prophets, and which will 
be utterly conſumed ; while the foundation itſelf, and 
whatever has been built upon it, of better and more 
" ſuitable materials, will ſtand till time ſhall be no more. 
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' QUERIES propoſed 
To the Rev. Mr. MORGAN, 


Rev. SIR, 


HE queſtions I ſhall now propoſe to you are ſuch 

as you and your readers ought to thank me for, 

being deſigned to give you an opportunity of delivering 
your ſentiments on ſubjects which you repreſent as of 
the laſt importance in religion, and yet concerning which 
it is noteaſy to ſay what your ſentiments really are. In 
theſe queſtions I am far from intending to act the part 
of an inquifitor, or to indulge an imperiinent curioſity ; 
ſince I only aſk an explanation of what you have pub- 
lickly advanced, In return, I ſhall think myſelf obliged 
to you for pointing out to me any thing that ſeems 
to be ob/cure or ambiguous in my Appeal, and ſhall very 
frankly both tell you what I really meant, and give 


you my reaſons for it. 


1. As you have thought proper to beſtow the epithet of 


inſidels upon thoſe of your fellow chriſtians Who do 


not believe quite ſo much as yourſelf; ſince alſo I find 
myſelf repreſented. by you, notwithſtanding he integrity 
and fincerity that you allow me, in what you call z 
fatal extreme, and am not in that zarrow but ſafe way 
that leadeth unto life; ſince I am one of the many who 
have miſſed their road in matters of faith, and am plung- 
ed in the bottomleſs pit of error, where thouſands periſh ; 
I beg that, for my ſatisfaction, and that of others, you 
would inf us diſtinctly what errors are fatal, and what 
are not; aud give ſome plain reaſon for the diſtinction. 
If a Socinian have no chance for ſalvation, has an Arian 
any ? Tf*an Arian have none, has an Arminian any ? If 
an Arminian have none, has a Baxterian any ? &c."&c. 
&c. Id really behoves you, Sir, to be very explicit up- 
on this head. To this queſtion, therefore, I and all 
your readers ſhall expect a plain and clear anſwer. 
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2. By enthuſiaſts ycu ſay, p. 4, that you mean 1ho/ 
evho pretend that they are guided by the ſpirit of God, 
avhen they de not uſe the means of grace, and that ſay they 
can under ſtand ſcriptur* by inſpiration, without other 
helps. - Upon. this I cannot help aſking ſome farther in- 
formation concerning the ſect, or body of men, to 
whom this deſcription anſv.ers. Neither my know- 
ledge of church hiſtory, or of the world, has yet brought 
me acquainted with auy ſuch perſons ; and yet you call 
this ſpecies of enthuſiaſm one of the dangerous and 
fatal extremes of the preſent day. If there be ſuch per- 
ſons (which I am very much diſpoſed to queſtion) ex- 
plain to us alſo the reaſon why ſuch poor deluded 
creatures muſt be conſigned to the bo7tomile/5 pit. 

3. I obſerve that you advance nothing uponthe ſub- 
ject of the divinity of Chrift, but what I could ſay my- 
ſelf, believing God to be intimately united to the man 
Chriſt Jeſus, and acting by him. For, certainly, the 
power by which he worked miracles, and knew the hearts 
of men, was properly divine; and this I know to be all 
that is really meant by many perſons who talk as you 
do. But do you beheve that Chriſt has any divinity 
that is not derived from the Father, but efſentially in him- 

Self ? 

* Upon the doctrine of original ſin your expreſſions 
are peculiarly vague and indeterminate. Vou ſay, in- 
deed, p. 12, that all men who are ſubjec to death are, 
IN SOME SENSE, accounted ſinners before God, even chil- 
dren, who never finned by adtual tranſgreſſion. But un- 
leſs you will ſay in what ſenſe they are ſinners, you ſay 
nothing at all to the purpoſe. Is the fin of Adam im- 
puted to them, ſo that they are juſtly puniſpable for it 
here and hereafter? Alſo, when you ſay, under the 
ſame head, p. 14, that we are under the curſe of the 
law, and liable to be condemned to everlaſting torments 
in a fu ure ſtate; do you mean that we are liable to 
this puniſhment for our own tranſgreſſions only, or for 
the ſin of Adam? What you have ſaid is altogether am- 
biguous. : 

5. Upon that moſt important ſubje& zhe porver of 
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nan to do the will 7 God, and alſo on the doctrines ot 


election aud reprobation, you are abſolutely ſilent; but 
as theſe are neceſſary parts of the ſyſtem which I have 
attacked, and which you partially maintain, it be- 
hoved you to have been very explicit on all theſe heads. 
I rather imagine that you think with me upon theſe ſub- 
jects; both from this emphatical ſilence, and alfo 
from what you ſay, p. 21, that h valuable bleſſings of 
redemption are held forth, and freely offered to finners ; 
and that not one of theſe bleſſings is to be obtained, but 
in the away, and upon the terms of faith and repentance. 
If there be any meaning in a fee offer, it certainly im- 
plies a-power of acceptance and refuſal in all thoſe to 
whom 1t is made. Thoſe who believe that men have 
no power in this caſe, either to accept or refuſe, and 
who, conſequently, admit the doctrines of election 
and reprobation in their juſt extent, are, in general, not 
only forward to avow their belief, but alſo lay great 
ſtreſs upon it; and, accordingly, the true Calviniſt 
juſtly regards Arminianiſm, and even Baxterianiſm, 
with as much horror as Socinianiſm itſe f. Indeed, there 
is more reaſon to be apprehenſive of them, as they 
undermine the old ſyſtem by degrees, and ſeldom fail 
to lead men farther. e | 1 


I am, 
Rev. Sir, 
Your very humble ſervant, 
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To Mr. CORNELIUS CALEY. 
SIR, 


1 Chuſe to conclude theſe papers with an addreſs to 
you, becauſe I am ſure to do it in perfect good 
humour. You and [ differ in ſome of our ſentiments, 
but we agree in things of much more conſequence than 
any ſentiments, viz, chriſtian moderation, candour, and 
benevolence. I only take the liberty to propoſe to you 
the following queſtions, which you will very much 
miſinterpret, if you imagine to be captious ones. 

1. Allowing that /ncerity of intention and moderation 
of ſpirit are apparent throughout my performance, you 
ſay, p. 3, that I am miſtaken in the very fundamentals of 
the chriſtian religion. I therefore deſire to know what 
it is that you mean by fundamental, and in what ſenfs 
a doctrine is ſo. 

2. You ſay, p. 7, that you agree with me touching 
many exhortations found in the ſcriptures, calling ſinners 
to turn and repent; and yet you ſay, p. 12, that Yo 
imagine a man, by any power of his owwn,'can raiſe him- 
felf from a death 7 treſspafſes and fins, is juſt as abſurd, 
as to ſuppoſe that he can raiſe his oaun dead body, when the 
breath ts departed from it. If this be literally the caſe, 
what can exhortation to ſinners mean? You may fray 
over a dead body, that God would give it lite; but 
you would n ever think of talking to it, except by way 
of figure, as when we addreſs the heavens and the earth, 
&c. 

3- As you compare the three perſons in the trinity to 
the three conſtituent -parts of man, p. 15, conſider 
what I have ſaid to the anonymous anſwerer on that ſub- 
get, and ſay whether that hypotheſis does not imply, 
that each of the three perſons is only one rd part of 


deity, and whether this be not a ſtrange and dangerous 
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4. As a proof of the divinity of Chriſt you alledge, 
p. 16, our Saviour's ſaying to Philip, He that has ſeen 
me has ſeen the Father, But if this be at all to your 
purpoſe, will it not prove too much, viz. that Chriſt 
is not the Son, or the /econd perſon in the trinity, but 
the Father, or the firſt ? 

5. When you ſay, p. 18, that /e death of Chrift is 
a real ſacrifice, meaning that it 1s ſo in the ſame ſenſe 
in which praiſe is called a ſacrifice, I agree with you; 
for it appears to me that praiſe cannot be called a ſa- 
crifice any otherwiſe than by way of compariſon, as it 
is my opinion that Chriſt, in his death, is repreſented 
in the ſcriptures, 


CONCLUSION. 
HEN I look back upon this 1 and 


conſider that all my antagoniſts are either de- 
clared, or juſtly ſuſpected Arminians, I cannot help ex- 
preſſing my wonder at what is become of the rigid 
Predeſtinarians : tor they are properly thoſe againſt 
whom (as any perſon may perceive) the writer of the 
A peal has ventured to throw down his gauntlet; or 


rather againſt whom (to reverſe the compariſon of Mr. 


Morgan) he has advanced, like the ſtripling David, 
with a {ling and a ſtone, confiding in the goodneſs of 
his cauſe, and committing himſelf to the protecticr of 
divine providence. | 

Time was, and I am not fo young but that I well 
remember the time, when ſuch antagoniſts as I have 


had would have been reckoned no better than myſelf, 


by th © who were reputed the orthodox of their day; 
and yet with what rage has one of theſe heterodox 
wwriters, attacked a brother heretic, How would the 
mares of thoſe old champions ſmile to ſee us fall out 
by the way, when they were confident that we muſt all 
come to the ſame place of torment at laſt ; and the fu- 
rious zeal of _— veterans was far more plauſible, 2 

2 | rei- 


i 
7 
b 


28 CONCLUSION. 


reſpectable, than that which it has been my fate to 
meet with, | 

There is ſomething /riking and con/ent in the genu- 
me Supralapſarian ſyſtem, of the eternally deſtined fall 
of man, an infinite penalty incurred by one, and, by 
the imputation of his ſin, affecting all, and an infinite 
atonement adequate to it, made by an infinite being ; 
by which means a ſmall remnant of the human race are 
neceſſarily ſaved ; while all the reſt of mankind, in- 
cluding new born children, unbelieving Jews, Maho- 
metans and Heathens, Arminians and Baxterians, 
Arians and Socinians, without diſtinction (as deſtitute 
either of faith, or the right faith) are conſigned to 
everlaſting torments, with the Devil and his angels; from 
whence reſults glory to a God, who, in all this dread- 
ful ſcheme, ſought nothing elſe. 

Theſe are the tremendous doctrines which have overawed 
mankind for ſo many centuries; and, compared with 
this, all the modern gualified, intermediate ſyſtems, are 
crade, incoherent, and contemptible things. My an- 


tagoniſts may cavil at election and reprobation, or any 


other ſingle article in the well compacted ſyſtem ; but 
every part is neceſſary to the whole; and it one ſtone 
be puſhed out of its place, the whole building tumbles 
to the ground. And when, in conſequence of their 
U1-judpged attempts to alter, patch, and repair, they 


have brought things to this cataſtrophe, there will be 


nothing left but the ſimple belief, that the merciful 
parent of the univerſe, who never meant any thing 
but the happineſs of his creatures, ſent his well beloved 
ſon, the man Chriſt Jeſus, to, reclaim men from their 
wickedneſs, and to teach them the way of righteouſ- 
Teſs ; aſſuring them, for their encouragement, of the 
free and unbought pardon of their fins, and promiſing 
a life of endleſs happineſs to all that receive and obey 
the goſpel, by repenting of their ſins, and bringing 
forth fruits meet for repentance. 

This is the eſſence of what is called Sociniani/m ; and 


though this ſimple doctrine, may, on account of its 


excellence and ſimplicity, be a tumbling block to 
ſome 
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ſome, and fooliſhneſs to others, I believe it to be the 
ſum and ſubſtance of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the wiſdom and power of God, | 
Having, in the 4peal, undertaken to encounti that 
enormous ſyſtem of opinions, which has ſo long tyran- 
nized over the reaſon and confcience of the chriſtian 
world, my opponents may depend upon 1t that I ſhall 
purſue my purpeſe, and that I ſhall leaft of all be diſ- 


mayed by ſuch a ſyſtem as theirs; which, at beſt, is | 


but the mere /adow of what I have ventured toattack ; 
for though it may aſſume the ſame air, and menacing 
tone, it is far from being the ſame thing. It is no more 
than the aſs in the lion's ſkin. | 

Formidable as this lion itſelf, this great adverſary of 
the truth, may be, I make no doubt but that, by the 
help of reaſon, and tlie favord of the ſpirit, which is the 


word of God, it will be finally overcome. And when-. 


ever the holy apoſtles and prophets ſhall rejoice at the fall 
of this laſt part of my/ftical Babylon, Rev. xviii. 203 
happy will they be who may join the chorus, as having 


employed their efforts, however feeble, with thoſe who, | 


in this great cauſe, fight under the banners of the lamb, 
and who are called, and choſen, and faithful; Rev. xvii. 
14. | | 
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PRAYER, 


Reſpecting the preſent State of Chriſtianity 


. God, the giverof all good, and eſpe- 
cially the Father of lights, and the fountain of 
all wiſdom and knowledge; we thank thee that zhou 
haſt put a ſpirit in man, and that thine inſpiration giv- 


eth us underſtanding ; that, being formed after thine 


own image, we find ourſelves poſſeſſed of a nature ſu- 
rior to that of brute creatures; and being endowed 


with the noble faculty of reaſon, are capable of inveſti- 

_ "Dating important truths, and of governing our conduct, 
Jo as to attain to very diſtinguiſhed degrees of excellence 
and happineſs. 8 


We thank thee that, in aid of this Jig bt of nature, 
thou haſt ſuperadded the gift of revelation, having, 
from time to time, communicated to mankind, by thy 
ſervants the prophets, the moſt uſeful information, con- 
cerning thy nature, perfections, and government, con- 
cerning our duty here, and our expectations hereafter. 
And we more eſpecially rejoice that, upon every oc- 
caſion of thy gracious intercourſe with mankind, thou 
haſt repreſented thyſelf to us as the proper object of 


our reverence, love, and confidence; as a being of 


boundleſs goodneſs, and the greateſt compaſſion to thoſe 
frailties and inſirmities, to which it has ſeemed good 


to thy infinite wiſdom to ſubject us; as one who ex- 
pecteſt no more of us than thou haſt enabled us to per- 


form; and who, upon our ſincere return to our duty, 
art ever ready to extend the freeſt mercy and forgiveneſs 
towards us, even after our moſt aggravated and re- 
peated offences. : 

We 
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We thank thee, more eſpecially, for the laſt and moſt 
perfect revelation of thy will to mankind, in the goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt, in whom fit has pleaſed thee, that 
all fullneſs ſhould dwell; who has eſtabliſhed, upon 
the ſureſt foundations, the great and important doc- 
trines of the proper «nity. and mercifulneſs of thy nature, 
and thy unrivalled /upremacy with reſpect to himſelf, 
as well as to all other beings, and all other things ; 
and who has likewiſe given us the moſt ſatisfactory 


aſſurance of a reſurrection from the dead, confirmed 
to us by his own death and reſurrection; whereby 


we are encouraged to expect, that, becauſe he lives, 


' we ſhall live alſo. 


It has ſeemed good to thy unſearchable wiſdom, 
(which permits the rife and continuance of . evil, in 


order, we doubt not, to bring about the greateſt good) 


that this moſt excellent religion, ſo honourable to thee, 
and ſo beneficial to mankind, ſhould, by means of the 
baſe ertifices of ſome, and the general ignorance, which 


lately overſpread the world, become groſsly corrupted, 


whereby ſuch opinions have prevailed among the pro- 
feſſors of chriſtianity, as greatly diſhonour thy nature, 
imply the moſt unjuſt reflections on thy righteous moral 
government, and are highly injurious to the virtue and 
ha pineſs of men. How has the gold become dim, 


how is the moſt fine gold changed 


Ihe great and important doctrine of thy divine unity 


has been generally abandoned, and objects of ſupreme 
' worſhip multiplied. Thy meſſenger and ſervant, the 


meek and humble Jeſus, who, upon all occaſions, re- 
ferred his wiſdom and mighty works to thee, his God 
and Father, ſpeaking and acting by him, has been ad- 
vancc a proper equality with thyſelf ; and even his 
mother, the virgin Mary. and innumerable ſaints and 


angels, have likewiſe, been addreſſed, as if they were 


on:aipreſent beings. Having thus divided thy being, 
robbed thee of thy eſſential attributes and perfections, 
ard diſtributed them among a multiplicity of inferior 
beings, d-praved and unworthy notions of thy moral 
character hav con ſequently prevailed, and many of the 
evils of idο have been introduced, among the pro- 
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feſſors of that religion, which acknowledges but on- 
living and true God, even thee, our father in heaven, 
and one mediator, the man Chriſt Jeſus, 

Having diveſted thec, in their imaginations, of the 
moſt anuable of all thy attributes, even the eſſential 
placability of thy nature, they have repreſented thy free 
mercy to penitent ſin ers as puichaſed by the blood of 
thy innccent ſon. Forgetting that thou art good to all, 
and that thy tender merctes are over all thy works, and 
alſo that thou, the righteous Lord, loveſt righteouſneſs, 
they have aſcribed to thee an arbitrary and unreaſona- 
ble partiality, in favour of ſome of the human race, 
and a moſt cruel and unjuſt ſeverity towards others, as 
condemning them to everl:ſting torments, for crimes 
of which they could not be guilty, and expecting of 
them that which thou hadſt not enabled them to do, 


And, having loſt the idea of the purity of thy nature 


and thy regard to moral righteouſneſs, as the only juſt 
ground of acceptance and favour with thee, they have 
Fad recourſe to unmeaning and even baſe and miſ- 
Chievous ſuperſtitions, as compenſations for their non- 
obſervance of thy. holy commandments. 
To confirm all theſe, and innumerable other cor- 
ruptions of thy holy religion, ſupreme authority. has 
been openly uſurped by men, over that church, in 
which thou haſt given all power to our only Lord and 
Maſter Jeſus Chriſt; and thoſe of thy faithful ſervants 
who have juſtly refuſed to ſubmit to their uſurpations, 
have by them been ſubjected to the greateſt hardſhips, 
and even perſecuted unto death; ſo that iheſe tem 
ral antichriſtian powers are drunk with the blood of thy 
holy martyrs. 3 

We deeply lament this almoſt univerſal departure 


Ed from the true faith of thy ſon's goſpel, the ſtop that has 


by this means, been ſo long put to the propagation of 
Chriſtianity among Jews, Mahomedans, and Heathens ; 
and the prevalence which it has occaſioned of infidelity 
and profaneneſs in chriſtian countries. 

But we thank thee, who, in thine own due 


time, wilt, we doubt not, bring light out 5 
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all darkneſs, and order out of all confuſion, that, in 
ſeveral chriſtian countries, many of theſe corruptions 
and abuſes have been reformed, and that antichriſtian 
tyranny is every where giving place to the power of 
truth, and the juſt liberties of mankind, in thinking 
and acting for themſelves in all matters of religion. 

For theſe great and invaluable bleſſings we are, un- 
der thee, indebted to the ſtrenuous labours of thy faith- 
ful ſervants, who have not accounted even their lives 
dear unto them; but, for the love of thy truth, have re- 
nounced all worldly advantages, boldly afferting their 
chriſtian liberty, and holding themſelves accountable 
to none but thee, the ſole and immediate lord of con- 
ſcience, and to the great ſhepherd and biſhop of ſouls, 
acting by-commiſſion from thee, Jeſus Chriſt. 

Me adore the wiſdom of thy providence in bringing 
about the reſtoration of uſeful learning, and making it 
ſubſervient to the reformation of thy Church ; 16 that 
thy ſervants, having recovered the genuine, but long 
forgotten ſenſe of the ſcriptures, were able to diſcover 
the falſe grounds of the reigning ſuperſtition, and of the 
eccleſiaſtical tyranny of their times. Grant that, by a con- 
tinued and diligent ſtudy of the ſame word of thy truth, 
we may, in due time, be led to the full diſcovery of every 
remaining corruption of our holy religion, and be 

brought to receive the whole truth in the love thereof. 
FHaſten, we intreat thee, the approach of that glorious 
times when, according to the faithful and true writings 
of thy ſervants the prophets, our holy religion ſhall re- 
cover its primitive purity and efficacy; when thy {elf 
alone, as the only true God, a being of perfect rectitude, 
ſpotleſs purity, and eſſential goodneſs and mercy ſhalt 
be the d of ſupreme worſhip : when® thy creatures 
of mankiud ſhall have recourſe to no method of render- 
ing themſelves acceptable to thee, but unfeigned re- 
pentance for their tranſgreſſions of thy laws, and a fin- 
cere endeavour to conform to them for the future, in a 
courſe of upright intentions and worthy actions through 
the whole of their lives ; and when no apprehenſion of 
arbitrary decrees ſhall alarm the fears of the humble, 
or 
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or encourage the preſumption of the confident, 


Diſpoſe all wl.o profeſs the chriſtian name to ſtudy 
the ſcriptures of truth with unprejudiced minds ; and 
inſpire all thoſe who attain to the truth with a juſt zeal 
for the propagation of it, as far as thy providence ſhall 
give them ability and opportunity to doit. May nei- 
ther the love of popular applauſe, of filthy lucre, or any 
worldly advantage, nor the fear of man, of reproach, 
or ofdeath, be a ſnare to them, and Wnder them in this 
work of love; and may they dailyMjoice in the teſti- 
mony of their conſciences, and in the happy fruits of 
their pious and aſſiduous labours. May the genuine 
purity of their chriſtian doctrine be recommended by 
the ſimplicity of chriſtian manners, ſo as greatly to fa- 
vour the propagation of the truth as it is in Jeſus. In 
this purity, may the everlaſting goſpel be preached to 
all that dwell on the earth, to every nation, and kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people. 

May all -thoſe powers of this world, which have 
uſurped any authority belonging to our only rightful 


lord and king in his church, become diſpoſed to re- 


linquiſh their unjuſt claims; and may thoſe kings and 

rinces, who will not acknowledge the ſovereignty of 
Feſus in his church, and eſpecially thoſe who 82 
Oppoſe the reformation of it, be utterly confounded, 
and, by his power, be broken in pieces like a potters 


. veſſel, Take to thyſelf, O Lord God almighty, thy 


great power, and reign; and may the goſpel of Jeſus 


"Chriſt go forth conquering and to conquer. By the 
© brightneſs of our Lord's appearance, may the man of 


fin be utterly conſumed, that all the kingdoms of this 
world may become the kingdoms of our lord and of his 
Chriſt, and he may reign for ever and ever. - 

In the mean time, may we thy faithful ſervants, in the 


ane waiting for thiscoming of our lord JeſusChriſt, be 
fearleſs and unwearied in aſſerting thy truth, be ready to 
lay hold of every favourable opportunity to promote it, 


and, more eſpecially, be careful to recommend it by a 
ſuitable life and converſation. May we diſtinguiſh our- 


ſelves by having the ſame mind that was alſo in Chriſt 


Jeſus, 
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jeſus, by genuine humility, meekneſs, forbearance, f 
brotherly love, heavenly mindedneſs, and habitual 


chearful devotion ; that when our lord ſhall return, and 
take account of his ſervants, we may be found without 
ſpot and blameleſs, and not be aſhamed before him at 
his coming ; but having our lamps ready, and waiting 
for the bridegroom, we may enter into his everlaſting 
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*. . 
Now to thee who alone art eternal, immortal, and 


inviſible the only wiſe, living, and true God, be 
glory, through Jeſus Chriſt, for ever and ever, Amen, 


ADVERTISEMENT... 


LL that is meant by theſe /mall publications is 

to prepare the way for one /arger treati/e, ad- 
dreſſed to the underſtandings of the common people. 
In order to excite a more general attention to theſe im- 
portant ſubjects, and to throw the materials of which 
the treatiſe will conſiſt into more hands, it was thought 
adviſcable to publiſh them in ſmall and cheap pamph- 
lets. That theſe ends have been, in a great meaſure, 
anſwered, appears both by the rapid and extenſive ſale 
of the» »hlets, and the three anſwers which have 
been already written to the APPEAL. And, though, 


if I could have had the choice of my antagoniſts, they 


ſhould have been perſons who had diff:red from me in 
more points, and who would have undertaken the de- 
fence of the whole ſyſtem that I have oppoſed, thoſe 
that have appeared have, notwithſtanding, been of 
conſiderable uſe to me, in collecting the obje&ions and 

difficulties 
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di Eculties which have the greateſt weight with the com- 
mon people, and will enable me to addreſs them with 
more advantage and effect. ; 
. The tings that ate chiefly wanted. Are 
Firſt, to ſet in a clear and ſtrong light thofe great 
; principles of natural religion, concerning the proper 
unity, the perfect rectitude, and the eſſential placability A 
of the divine being, with which revealed religion can | 0 
pever be at variance. | 5 
"Secondly, to ſhew that the general and plain tenor of 
the ſcriptures {tr -ngly enforces the ſame principles, and, 
Thirdly, that thoſe particular texts, which ſeem to 
have a different aſpe&, are yet perfectly conſiſtent with 
them, when juſtly tranſlated, andjudicigully explained. 
The two former of theſe ends, it is preſumed, haye 
been already; in a great meaſure, gained ; and, God 
Willing, the luſt alſo ſhall be accompliſhed very ſoon, 
In the mean time I invite my opponents to return to 
the charge, and I fincerely wiſh they may do it wich 
greater coolneſs, 
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